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Group B Streptococcus (GBS) is a major cause of sepsis and
meningitis in newborns and can cause premature births and
stillbirths as well as infections in pregnant women. It is normally
carried in our intestines and only causes harm when it is passed
from mother to baby around the time of birth or in the first
months of life. It is estimated that GBS claims around 150,000
babies’ lives a year worldwide.

iGBS3 is a research study of women’s natural immunity against
GBS. We want to find out how much antibody a woman needs to
pass to her baby to protect the baby from getting GBS disease.
This will help in developing a vaccine.

To do this, we need to take a small sample of cord blood from a
large number of women. Because this needs to be done just after
delivering the baby, we will be using a verbal consent approach.
Any woman who does not want to give these samples can refuse
at any time and no samples will be taken. Cord blood samples will
be stored locally and then sent to St George’s University of
London.

If a baby develops GBS disease in the first 3 months of age, the
parent will be asked for written consent for us to retrieve the
stored cord sample as well as an additional sample of blood from
the baby in order to measure antibodies in it. These antibodies
will be compared with the antibodies from GBS colonised women
delivering infants who remained healthy.

We are aiming to recruit 100 cases and 300 controls from 40
maternity units in the UK. The study is Given the anticipated size
of the study collection of cord blood will be embedded in a large,
cluster randomised trial called GBS3 (funded by NIHR HTA
17/86/06; trial sponsor University of Nottingham) expected to
start recruiting pregnant and labouring women in October 2020.

iGBS3 is funded by MRC (Medical Research Council) that is
responsible for co-coordinating and funding medical research in
the United Kingdom and is sponsored by St George's, University of
London. This study has been reviewed and approved by (insert
information here) Research Ethics Committee and by the NHS
Health Research Authority.

For more info please email ghsatstgeorges@sgul.ac.uk
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